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Blessed Francis Jordan
Oh Jesus, You give the desire and the fulfillment. Behold, I submit everything to You. Just 
let everything be done for Your glory. Amen.
SD I/119

Pope Leo XIV Prayer Intention for April. For For priests in crisis. Let us pray for priests 
going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment 
they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.
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ST PATRICK’S PARISH GOSFORD 

UNDER THE PASTORAL CARE OF SALVATORIANS
Society of the Divine Saviour
http://www.sds.org.au

PARISH PRIEST
Fr Pawel (Paul) Szczur SDS
pszczur@sds.org.au

ASSISTANT PRIEST
Fr Bronislaw (Bronek) Pietrusewicz 
SDS

bronek@sdsau.com
PARISH OFFICE

 Mon – Friday: 9:30am – 3pm
 Phone: (02) 4325 1042

ADMINISTRATION 
& PASTORAL 
SUPPORT 
COORDINATOR:

Jennifer Bradstreet

EMAIL: patsgos@acs.net.au

ST POPE JOHN PAUL II PASTORAL CENTRE

EMAIL: JPII.Centre@bbcatholic.org.au

YOUTH MINISTRY
COORDINATOR Abhishek Thomas  

EMAIL: abhishek.thomas2006@gmail.com

YOUNG ADULTS Jaimi Andrews 0452 480 112

CATECHIST 
COORDINATOR 02 4325 1042

EMAIL: patsgos@acs.net.au

CHILDREN’S 
LITURGY COORD Elvira Bennett 0410 098 757

PARENT ENGAGEMENT COORDINATORS

ST PATRICKS Dionne Soares

EMAIL dionne.soares1@dbb.catholic.edu.au

ST JOSEPH’S Cathrine Harrison

EMAIL: Cathrine.harrison@dbb.catholic.edu.au

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

CHAIRPERSON Jon Kealy

PARISH 
OPERATIONS Eunice Dal Busco

EVANGELISATION Amanda Eades

COMMUNITY Diane Dankwah

DISCIPLESHIP Maisie Tenev

LITURGY Jon Kealy

EX OFFICIO PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

SCHOOL 
PRINCIPALS

St Patrick's - Kevin Williams

St Joseph's - Carolina Murdoch

St Edwards - Mark Bonnici

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Hilary Pope 
hilary.p1@optusnet.com.au 
If you see any activities involving 
children or vulnerable adults that 
concerns you, please email Hilary 
Pope, our Safeguarding Officer.

NATIONAL CATHOLIC LEADERSHIP STANDARDS
Committed leadership, governance & culture
Key El ement s of  Standard 1:
✞ A Commit ment  t o Safeguarding
✞ Promot ing a Safeguarding Cul t ure
✞ Saf eguarding Pol icies
✞ Code of  Conduct
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CHURCH OPEN DAILY 9.00AM – 3:00PM.

STANDARD WEEKDAY MASSES

GOSFORD, 76 YORK STREET EAST GOSFORD
Mon: 9:00am
Tue: 9:00am

Wed: 11:30am
Thu: 9:00am

Fri: 12:00pm
Sat: 9:00am
Devotion to St JPII after Mass

Adoration and Confession 30 minutes before each weekday Mass.

WEEKEND MASSES  INCL. CONFESSION 30 MIN BEFORE

GOSFORD, 76 YORK STREET EAST GOSFORD

Sat Vigil: 5:00pm Sun: 7:30am, 9:30am & 6:00pm

Filipino Mass: 2nd Sunday of each month:  12:00pm

Mangrove Mountain Sat Vigil 5:00pm              St Dionysius Church                  
21 Nurses Road, Central Mangrove

SPENCER, 4200 WISEMANS FERRY RD 4:00pm 1st Sat of Month

A D O R A T I O N  I N  O U R  C H U R C H

BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Mon 8:30 - 9:00am Wed 11:00 - 
11:30am Fri 12:30 - 3:00pm

Tue 8:30 - 9:00am Thu 8:30 - 9:00am Sat 8:30 - 9:00am

R O S A R Y

Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu Rosary Begins 1 Hour Before Mass

Fridays 11:35 am to 11:55 pm (30 Mins Before Mass)

Saturday

8:05am until 8:25am: 1st Priests & Religious 
   2nd Mothers & Babies
   3rd Persecuted 
Christians

Sunday 7:05 am to 7:25 am

ACTIVE GROUPS IN OUR COMMUNITY OF ST PATRICK'S

Craft Group 9:00am to 12:00pm Every Friday in the Jordan 
Room

Women’s Lenten 
Program

6.00-7.30pm Every Friday from 20th February. Meet 
outside the Jordan Room. $10 program available.

Men of the Sacred 
Heart

3rd Saturday of the month. 5:00pm Mass followed by 
meeting in the Jordan room.

Seniors Ministry Activities 1st Tuesday of the month. Enquiries: 
Barbara: 4322 0250 or Eunice: 0438 272 141

Divine Will Prayer 
Group

Based on the writings of Luisa Piccarreta 6:00pm to 
7:15pm every Wednesday in the Jordan Room.             
Wendy 0477 451 973 Jim 0468 273 280

Salvatorian 
Collaborators 3:00pm, 3rd Saturday of the month, The Jordan room.
Paddies - Youth 
Group St Pats Yr 3&4 Fridays 3-430PM (term time)

Arise - Youth Group St Pats Yr 5&6 Fridays 6PM (term time)

Ascend - Youth Group Yr 7-12 Sundays after 6PM Mass

Young Adults Group 18 to 35 year olds meet the 3rd Saturday of each 
month 6:00 pm in the JPII Centre

Bible Discussion Every Monday after 9.00am Mass
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called for serious effort, especially when he faced 
different organizational, financial and personnel 
difficulties. At the same time, however, it gave him a 
profound internal joy, based on his unshakeable trust in 
Divine Providence and on his deep conviction that it 
was the way of putting into life his foundational 
vocation and a contribution to the salvation of souls. 
Thanks to his great determination, he founded a second 
female religious congregation (Sisters of the Divine 
Savior) in 1888 with Therese von Wuellenweber (now 
honoured as Blessed Mary of the Apostles). Another 
important development was Fr Jordan’s Society taking 
over a mission in Assam, India, as well as founding 
new houses of the Society in various countries of 
Europe and other parts of the world. Through all these 
experiences, Fr Jordan matured as a human being, as a 
religious, and as a priest and founder, developing his 
personality and growing spiritually. The foundation of 
this spiritual growth was his deep love of God and 
neighbour, his perseverance in prayer, his trust in 
Divine Providence, as well as his humility, love for the 
Eucharist, courageous acceptance of the cross, and 
fidelity to the Church. Over the course of time, Fr. 
Jordan began to be considered as a man who led a holy 
life, both by the members of his community and by 
people from outside. At the same time, he witnessed 
the important development of his work both 
geographically and numerically. In 1915, following the 
outbreak of World War I, the Society leadership, 
including Fr Jordan, was forced to move from Rome to 
Switzerland, a politically neutral country. After 
withdrawing from the active administration of his 
institute at the General Chapter in 1915, Fr Jordan 
spent the last three years of his life in Fribourg, 
Switzerland. He died in a small hospice in Tafers near 
Fribourg on 8th September 1918 and was buried in the 
local parish church. In 1956, his mortal remains were 
transferred to the Society’s Motherhouse in Rome. In 
1942, the process for his beatification was officially 
started. In 2011, Pope Benedict XVI published the 
Decree on Father Jordan’s Heroic Virtues, bestowing 
on him the title “Venerable.” On May 15, 2021, 
Francis Jordan was beatified in Rome, bestowing on 
him the title of "Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross 
Jordan."

HOW MANY CATHOLICS 

ARE THERE IN AUSTRALIA  

According to the 2021 Australian Census, the Catholic 
population was 5,075,907 people, representing about 
19.9% of the overall population of Australia. Between 

2016 and 2021, the number of Catholics decreased, and 
the proportion of Catholics in the population also 
decreased. In 2016, the Catholic population was 
5,291,817 or 22.6% of the total Australian population. 
Dioceses and Parishes How many dioceses are there 
in Australia? A diocese is a section of the Church 
entrusted to the leadership of a bishop. There are 35 
dioceses in Australia. There are 28 dioceses based on 
geographical boundaries, five dioceses of Eastern 
Catholic Churches, the Military Ordinariate of Australia, 
where the bishop’s responsibility is the pastoral care of 
Catholic members of the Australian Defence Forces and 
their families, and the Ordinariate of Our Lady of the 
Southern Cross. How many parishes are there? The 
2022-23 Official Directory of the Catholic Church in 
Australia lists 1392, including 97 belonging to Eastern 
Catholic Churches. What are Eastern Catholic 
Churches? Almost all of Australia’s 5.1 million 
Catholics belong to what is called the Latin Rite or the 
Western Catholic Church, but there are also a small but 
growing number of Catholics who belong to Eastern 
Catholic Churches, often called Eastern Rites. The five 
largest Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia are the 
Maronite, Melkite, Ukrainian, Chaldean and Syro-
Malabar, each of which has been established as a diocese 
(or eparchy), with a bishop (or eparch) who is a member 
of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. As well 
as these five Eastern Catholic Churches, there are also 
four others that have clergy resident in Australia. These 
are the Armenian, Syrian, Coptic and Russian Catholic 
Churches. There are probably Catholics belonging to 
other Eastern Rites as well, but they do not gather as 
distinct, organised Churches (Dixon 2005, p. 49). How 
many priests are there in Australia? The number of 
priests in Australia in 2021 was 2,900, made up of 1,834 
diocesan and 1,066 priests belonging to religious orders. 
(Diocesan priests belong to a locality called a diocese 
and are responsible to the bishop of the diocese or 
archdiocese, while religious order priests belong to 
groups such as the Jesuits, Franciscans or Salesians, and 
are responsible to the leaders of their order. There are 
about 40 orders of priests in Australia.) How does this 
number compare with the past? The number of priests 
in Australia peaked at 3,895 in 1971, and was above 
3,800 from 1968 till the early 1980s. There has been a 
decline of around 25% since 1971.  How many men are 
training to be priests? In 2021, according to the 
Official Catholic Directory, there were 236 men training 
to be priests in Australia’s diocesan seminaries and 68 
training to be religious order priests. In contrast, there 
were 546 in 1969. By 1991, that figure had dropped to 
172, and then rose again in interceding years since, 
although fluctuates somewhat from year to year. 
Religious Sisters and Brothers How many religious 
sisters and brothers are there in Australia? The 2022-
23 Official Directory of the Catholic Church in Australia 
records that there are 3,501 religious sisters and 608 
religious brothers in Australia. In 2007, there were about 
5,700 religious sisters and 1,020 religious brothers in 
Australia. From www.catholic.au
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PRAY FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL MEMBERS OF 
OUR COMMUNITY:
Amal Gittany, Pamela Miles, Ula Okruta, David McEwen, 
Stella Kim, Helen Golden, Mary Bayliff, Juniper Ann Butt, 
Coleen Martin, Marian Rodwell, Emily Rudd, Clarrie 
Anslow, Greg McBride, Ping Brundette, Christine Hind, 
Colleen Leslie, Frank Lentini, Peter Rudd, Gloria Emara, 
Tom Milostic, Mary-Anne Bonnici, Carmen Gaha, Chris 
Golden, Clair Hasting, Paul Jones 

PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
Margaret Flakelar, Narelle King, Bev Thomas
ANNIVERSARIES:
Giuseppe Merillo, Lucia Zabatta, Mary Luci, Kath 
Halloran, Zita Faria
REMEMBRANCES: Jim Chetcuti, Doris Zerafa, Ric & 
Laura McGuirre, Cristina Miranda, Jan, Miecia & Zyguch, 
Eddie Thomas Vega Olvera, Miguel Antonio Lazo Alvarez, 
Silvio Eddie Vega Munoz, Mercy Eleanor More Aguirre

MASS INTENTIONS

P����� R����� ��� S������� 25�� A���� � S����� 26�� A����

Fri
17/4

12.00pm 
Gosford

For the soul of Kath Halloran 
(1st anniversary of death)

Wed
22/4

11.30am
Gosford

For the soul of Lucia Zabatta 
(first anniversary of death) 

Sat
18/4

9.00am 
Gosford JPII Intentions

Thu
23/4

9.00am 
Gosford

For the soul of Cristina Miranda 
(birthday remembrance)

5.00pm 
Gosford

For the souls of Ric & Laura 
McGuirre (remembrance)

Fri
24/4

12.00pm 
Gosford Mass intention available

5.00pm 
Central 
Mangrove

For the soul of Giuseppe Merillo 
(one month anniversary of death)

Sat 
25/4

9.00am 
Gosford JPII intentions

Sun 
19/4

7:30am
Gosford

For the soul of Margaret Flakelar 
(recently deceased)

5.00pm 
Gosford Parish intentions

9:30am
Gosford

For the soul of Zita Faria 
(3rd anniversary of death)

5.00pm 
Central 
Mangrove Mass intention available

6.00pm 
Gosford Parish intentions

Sun 
26/4

7:30am
Gosford Mass intention available

Mon
20/4

9.00am 
Gosford

For the soul of Narelle King (recently 
deceased)

9:30am
Gosford

For the souls of 
Eddie Thomas Vega Olvera & 
Miguel Antonio Lazo Alvarez

Tue
21/4

9.00am 
Gosford For the souls of Jan, Miecia & Zyguch

6.00pm 
Gosford

For the soul of Lucia Zabatta 
(first anniversary of death)
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RELAX
WE SERVE THE “NERVOUS”

ERINA FAMILY DENTAL
Ph: 4367 5066

72 KARALTA RD ERINA
[Before the turn off to Erina Fair]

Parking available on site.

BRICK & BLOCK
LAYER

MARK BENNETT
30 Years’ Experience
Residential Specialist

Give me a call
on 0410 057 197

to discuss your job!

DENTURE CLINIC- Smiles on the Coast
Phone (02) 4323 6834. www.smilesonthecoast.com.au

Shop 16, 153 Mann St, Gosford

Khalil Nassif- Dental Prosthe�st/ Dental Technician

FREE CONSULTATIONS FOR ALL YOUR DENTURE NEEDS

Helping you with enduring
power of attorney and guardianship,

wills and deceased estates

Tina Kealy, Special Counsel
t: (02) 4911 5426 | m: 0491 695 171

e: tkealy@moray.com.au

Advertise on this
page in a Space

like this.

CENTRAL COAST SOLICITORS 

RENCH IA AMBROSE 

043 1226 427 

renchia@centralcoastsolicitors.com.au 

PO BOX 134 GOSFORD NSW 2250 

• Wills, Powers of Attorney and Enduring

Guardianship

• Probate, Letter of Administration and Estate

Administration

• Conveyancing

• Retirement Village Agreement

• Guarantor & Indemnity legal advice

• Mortgage/Loan agreement legal advice

• Retail and Commercial Leases

• Purchase and Sale of Business

Renchia Ambrose
Rectangle

Renchia Ambrose
Line

Renchia Ambrose
Line


